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required a stern reprimand to make Mm dry Ms eyes. At last he pulled himself together bravely, stepped into the royal carriage, and, escorted by a mounted guard, drove off to Sultanatabad, where he was met by a deputation and solemnly notified of Ms accession to the throne of Persia.
He was told of the hope entertained by the nation that he would prove Mmself a good ruler. " Inshallah, I will I " he replied. Arrangements were then made for his new household, and meanwMle he remained with Ms tutors at Sultanatabad, where Ms mother was given free access to him.
I had my first audience of the young Shah soon after I arrived in Teheran. He has so lately paid a State visit to England that it is hardly necessary to give a personal description of Mm beyond the inevitable reference to his great corpulence. Unfortunately, tMs is a mark of ill-health wMch the European doctors in attendance have endeavoured in vain to counteract by prescribed exercise in the way of lawn tennis and riding. At the former game he does not excel, but on horseback he seems to the manner born. He and his horse have that something in common wMch distinguishes the Arab and every other denizen of a desert country whose only means of locomotion has ever been the good steed under him.
The Shah was only fifteen when I was presented to Mm, but looked more, possibly on account of Ms elderly style of dress. He wore a black European frock coat, and wide pale-grey trousers, waistcoat of loud-patterned wMte silk, and tie of heavy black satin. His attire was peculiarly ill-fitted to Ms childish face and enormous bulk. The only jewels he wore were a very fine diamond on the little finger of MsPERSIA                           237
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